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  With the national conversation centered 
around the sanctity of human life, we are once 
again drawn to our first core value, which has 
shaped Jessica & Friends Community since 
our beginning 24 years ago, and is still shaping 
us today.

  “We value and affirm the inherent dignity, 
significance, and worth of each person 
regardless of physical capability and 
intellectual function.” 

  Psalm 139:13-16 affirms this core value:

  “For you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise 
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; your works are wonderful, I know that 
full well. My frame was not hidden from you 
when I was made in the secret place. When 
I was woven together in the depths of the 
earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All 
the days ordained for me were written in your 
book before one of them came to be.”  

  These verses remind us that our awesome 
God forms each child in their mother’s womb 
with a specific plan for their life. That child 
is the subject and object of God’s love and 
concern. This is a person—made in the image 
of God. God sets apart human life as unique 
and valuable since it bears His image, and 

commands that all human life be preserved 
and protected. God is the master crafter of all 
human beings.  

  We are privileged to live-out these truths with 
each precious life we serve. They know they 
are loved and valued by God and by our staff 
as they receive Christ-like, compassionate care 
and encouragement in our residential homes, 
day programs, and home and community 
programs. We help them to understand God 
has created them for a purpose and has a 
beautiful plan for their life.  

  As God is writing each story, we encourage 
our friends to be engaged in their church and 
community. Today we celebrate Gabby who 
is giving back to her community by doing an 
exceptional job at her work-place. She has not 
only made many new friends, but has learned 
new skills, which has increased her self-
confidence. 

  We value your partnership which enables 
us to carry out our core values, as we 
bear witness to the numerous lives being 
changed, making a difference in their church 
and community, all for God’s glory. Each life 
is indeed unique and valuable and worth 
celebrating! Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support enabling us to fulfill our 
mission.

Peter and Paulette Teague
Co-Founders



  Recently our friend, Gabby, who is employed 
at Red Lion Controls was celebrated by her 
co-workers, supervisor and the entire company. 
Every week the cell she works in chooses 
a theme and recently they picked Autism 
Awareness month.

  They wanted to celebrate Gabby to show her 
all she means to them. Each co-worker told her 
how much they appreciate her and love working 
with her. Everyone at Red Lion Controls agrees 
it doesn’t matter what kind of day they are 
having because Gabby’s presence puts them 
in a great mood with her positive demeanor 
and smiling face. They celebrated by giving her 
balloons and enjoying cupcakes and cookies 
together.

  In addition to her job at Red Lion Controls, 
Gabby is also loved and appreciated at Jessica 
& Friends Community. Gabby is a bell-ringer 
with our Hosanna Ringers, and is a gifted pianist 
who brings glory to God through the music 
she plays at our various programs. She loves 
to explore the community through our Home 
and Community program with her staff and 
friend, Jen. They enjoy bowling and going to 
movies together, as well as eating at her favorite 
restaurants. Gabby also enjoys shopping 
for notebooks and stationery at Target, and 
swimming during the summer months.

  Thank you, Gabby, for sharing your many 
talents, joy and positive outlook on life. Your 
joy-filled countenance makes it obvious that the 
joy of the Lord is your strength!



  After a long two years, we are pleased to be able to return to Indian Rock Acres (IRA) to host events for our 
Individuals, their families and our staff. 

  What a joy to once again gather together with our female staff to enjoy a wonderful brunch. On a lovely April 
Saturday morning, staff gathered together for a time of great food and fellowship! Everyone was so happy to be 
able to be together once again. Wonderful conversations took place and much fun was had. Gifts and prizes 
were given to each one attending. We look forward to the next time and hope more staff will be able to attend.

  A Mother/Daughter Tea was recently held for moms of special-needs Individuals. These precious moms 
and their daughters gathered together for a “dinner tea.” The gathering room was filled with beautiful flowers 
and decorations. The tables were dressed beautifully and the china teapots held delicious teas. The dinner 
consisted of several scrumptious courses topped off with decadent desserts. Gifts and prizes were given! What 
a blessing to see the love, joy, and fellowship between these dear moms and their daughters!

  On a beautiful Spring Saturday in May, men from the J&FC Board of Directors, staff and families enjoyed 
a tasty home cooked breakfast and fellowship while they shared a few jokes around the table. Following 
breakfast, the men joined together to spread mulch in the perennial flower bed and around trees and shrubs at 
IRA. It was a good morning eating and then working together to beautify the landscape at Indian Rock Acres! 

  It’s here! Spring has sprung and we are off and running. 
Over the last couple of months, we were able to begin 
construction of the hoop house, put fence posts in for 
protecting the orchard from the deer and began a new 
garden for growing cutting flowers. We will continue 
growing vegetables in the raised beds as well as trying 
our hand at growing flowers for arrangements. This 
will enable us to create learning experiences for our 
Individuals that will bloom in many ways!

  We are thankful for our partnership with the Garden 
Club of York led by Adelle. Planning and planting has 

begun and spinach, lettuce and radishes are growing. 
Our Individuals have been very excited to return to the 
gardens, and it truly is great to see them all again! 

  We would love to have you visit and see Jeremy’s 
Garden for yourself. Volunteers are also welcome to 
help with our Individuals. Call Jim Srour at 717.654.4987, 
if you are interested in a tour or would like to participate 
as a volunteer.

By Jim Srour



  After two long years we were delighted to once again 
celebrate “Everybody’s Birthday” at Church of the 
Open Door. Our precious friends from Jessica & Friends 
Community and the WINGS Class from Church of the 
Open Door gathered together for an evening of fun, food 
and fellowship. After enjoying pizza and cupcakes, our 

friends were entertained by “Kingdom Drums” and they 
were able to drum along and participate in the drum circle. 
Gift cards were given to each friend and the evening was a 
great blessing to all who attended. It was wonderful to see 
the smiles and hear the laughter as friends greeted one 
another. We thank God for this time together!



  Long-time friends, Ray and 
Judy Naugle, recently shared 
a very special family Christmas 
tradition with us. Each family 
member, in addition to their gift 
giving, contributes money to a 
faith-based ministry. This year 
they chose Jessica & Friends 
Community. We recently hosted a 
delightful lunch on their behalf at 
Indian Rock Acres, a tour of one 
of our homes, and our Person-
Centered Day Program in York. 
Seen in the picture is the Naugle 
family presenting their special gift to Peter and Paulette Teague. Heartfelt thanks to this 
special family.

  Friends of Jessica & Friends Community since our inception in 1998, Skip & Peg Strayer, 
are seen presenting their friend’s estate gift which they were instrumental in directing our way.  

  In addition to cash gifts, there 
are numerous ways to financially 
support Jessica & Friends 
Community, including:
  • Donor Advised Funds
  • IRA Rollovers
  • Stocks and Bonds
  • Charitable Gift Annuities
  • Real Estate
  • Estate Gifts

  For further information, please 
contact our treasurer, Rob Teague, 
at brokerrob1@comcast.net

  An astounding response was received 
from the many supporters of Jessica 
& Friends Community during Give 
Local York. Many thanks to everyone 
who contributed to Give Local York on 
behalf of Jessica & Friends Community. 
Our friends and Support Center staff 
colored in flower petals for every $2,000 
donation. By the end of the evening, 
we had 80% of the flowers colored in. 
With the help of 155 donors, we raised 
$41,212 reaching 82% of our goal of 
$50,000. Throughout the following week 
checks continued to stream in. We were 
humbly surprised and grateful to learn 
that the final amount raised came to 
over $72,000! These gifts will be used 
to enrich the lives of men and women 
with autism and intellectual disabilities 
through programs which educate, 
encourage and inspire. Thank you so 
much!

  We extend our gratefulness to all the 
helpers with this event. Without you, 
we could not have accomplished this 
exceptional feat. A very special thank 
you to Bethany and Godfrey Bros. 
Meats for raising $500 through their 
hanging flower basket fundraiser for 
J&FC!

  “A gift opens the way and ushers the   
   giver into the presence of the great.”                          
                             - PROVERBS 18:16

  On a glorious Saturday in June, six 
beautiful gardens in the Hanover/
Spring Grove/Glenville area were 
the highlight of a Summer Garden 
Tour arranged by Carolyn Ambrosius 
of Roundtop Acres Greenhouse in 
Glenville. These biennial tours have 
been arranged by Carolyn to benefit 
area non-profits, and we again 
have been blessed to be chosen 
as the recipient of these generous 
proceeds. It was another successful 
year with 90 visitors viewing these 
beautiful gardens and raising $2,750 
for J&FC. Many thanks to Carolyn for 
providing the bag lunch and to her 
bakers for making 90 whoopie pies! 
We also extend our deep gratitude 
to the generous hosts and hostesses 
for offering their beautiful homes 
and hospitality to support Jessica & 
Friends Community.



                                          Many years ago while attending a hospital retreat, 
                                        an invited speaker was talking about the potential        
                                        benefits of sequencing or decoding the human genome, 
which at that time had not yet been accomplished. He went on to expound on 
all of the wonderful advantages that would offer to the human race: curing many 
diseases, even, he said, the early in-utero identification of Downs Syndrome and 
possibly other intellectual disabilities so that maybe those pregnancies could be 
terminated. Wow, I thought at the time, that is a radical abuse of science. Our 
son, David, was about 10 years old then, and it was already apparent to my wife, 
Anne and me and David’s siblings, Peter and Maryanne, that our helping him deal 
with his disability was changing us, making us better people.

  So, why should we view the disability of the intellectually disabled as a societal 
burden to be abolished by genetic engineering, rather than seeing it as an 
opportunity for the goodness of God, through them, to make all of us better 
people and the world a better place? There is so much we can learn from 
the intellectually disabled: compassion, tolerance, forgiveness, kindness, and 
patience! 

  Have you ever watched a Special Olympics competition where two runners 
are in a dead heat to the finish line? One of them falls. The other one, instead of 
continuing on to the finish line and winning the race, stops and helps up his fallen 
friend and they continue on to finish the race together. Is that not the work of 
God, teaching a lesson of kindness to those of us who would not have stopped 
to help, but just gone on to finish and win the race?

  So should we not see in the intellectually disabled an opportunity for the works 
of God to make all of us better people and the world a better place; just as in 
John the 9th chapter, where Jesus explains to the disciples that the man was 
born blind so the works of God might be displayed in him.

  Finally, I’ll end with a quote the author of which I don’t know, “Sometimes the 
things we cannot change end up changing us.”   

  Casey grew up in York County, a graduate of West York 
Area High School. She earned her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Sociology from Edinboro University and has worked in 
the Human Services field for 12 years. Before coming to 
Jessica & Friends Community, Casey was a Program Specialist through United 
Disabilities Services and prior to that worked for the County of York. After 
returning to the York area in 2021, a family member told her about Jessica & 
Friends Community. 

  Casey was confident that she was led by the Lord to apply for the manager 
position. Casey says, “It has been a pleasure getting to know the ladies and the 
staff at Sarah Kathryn’s House. It is a joy to work with such a wonderful group 
in a Christian atmosphere while assisting Betsy, Ellen and Jessica with daily 
tasks to ensure their needs are met. There is a lot of love at this house and it 
has been felt since day one!”

J. Patrick Peters Memorial Rock On 
October 7, 2022 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
J&FC Individuals will once again be 
rocking in chairs to raise funds and help 
our community learn more about our 
organization. They will be rocking at the 
following locations:
- Godfrey Bros. Meats
   7137 Susquehanna Trail South, York
- CommunityAid
   2001 Springwood Road, York
- The Markets at Hanover 
   1649 Broadway, Hanover
Please visit these locations on October 7th
to show your support for our friends with 
autism and intellectual disabilities. ROCKON!

Christmas Celebration
Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 6:00 pm
  Church of the Open Door
  8 Carlisle Court, York

 1) Thank the Lord for visionary investors 
who enable us to carry out our mission 
and vision

 2) Thank the Lord for the overwhelming 
response through Give Local York

 3) Thank the Lord for the health and safety 
of our staff and the Individuals they serve

 4) Thank the Lord for the increase in salary 
we were able to give our Staff

 5) Pray for our need for more staff: Direct 
Support Professionals (DSP’s), House 
Manager, Part-time Nurse, Program 
Specialists

6) Pray for wisdom for the Board of 
Directors

By Jack Kline, Board member



IN HONOR OF/GIVEN BY:
Betsy Bailets’ Birthday
  Mrs. Ruth Ann Bailets
Bethany Godfrey
  Mrs. Miriam Leaman
Lois Ruppert
  Mr. & Mrs. Bill Shade
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Tanisha Smith
  Mr. & Mrs. Norman Breneman
Jill and Michael Snell’s Birthdays
  Mrs. Sally Janora
Aaron Spangler’s Birthday
  Mr. & Mrs. Dale Newcomer
Jessica Teague’s Birthday
  Mrs. Ruth Ann Bailets
  Mr. & Mrs. David Gaskell
  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kampman
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
  Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Wolford
Peter and Paulette Teague
  Dr. & Mrs. David Dockery

IN MEMORY OF/GIVEN BY:
Jim DeVries
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Steve R. Dowhen
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Joanne Gerlach
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Matthew Grove
  Mr. Ted Grove
June and Kim Handwerker
  Mr. Robert Handwerker
Grace and Eugene Harken
  Mrs. Ramona Harken

Virginia (Gini) Hartlaub
  Mr. & Mrs. James Hartlaub
  Sherry Hartlaub and the Agapis  
   family – Lisa, John, Matthew
   and Kelly 
  Tom & Madeline Hartlaub’s   
   children and their spouses
  Mr. & Mrs. James Jessee
  Mr. & Mrs. John Tarman
  Traditions Bank
  Ed & DeLeigh Wilson      
  Bernadette Livingston
  Ms. Candis Wolford
Gary Hurlbert
  Mr. & Mrs. James A. Walker
Edward Janora
  Sally and Jayme Janora
Janet Mae Johnson
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Claas Kampman
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Anna Kemper
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
Gloria Knippenberg
  Mr. Garnett Knippenberg
Lew McCleaf
  Mrs. Nancy McCleaf
Sarah Myers
  Mr. & Mrs. JD McClellan
  Ms. Susan McClellan
Carole Oldhouser
  Mr. & Mrs. Bill Shade
Leo Samuelson, MD
  Dr. & Mrs. James Srour
Joan Staub
  Mr. William Staub
Michael Strickler
  Mr. Stephen Alpin
Peggy Wiseman
  Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Teague
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